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1-2 consistent with those of allowed claims 3-9 also directed to the module of this invention. 

In the Reasons for Allowance tbe Examiner has indicated that no prior art discloses or 
makes obvious the module having the first and second end caps wherein the end caps comprise a 
retaining member having a center ap^ib^is^^^to&^X^^^ 
securely retain the tubular member to tbe flanged end plate when one of the ends of the tubular 
member is positioned between the shoulder and the letaining member. It is not believed the 
amendments to claims 1-2 and 10 effect these reasons for allowance. 

Claim 1 has been amended to eliminate the requirement that the tubular member have two 
openings. There is only a need for one opening to fill the tubular member. Should it be necessary 
to empty me tubular member then this same opening can also serve that purpose. Again this scope 
of the invention is consistent with the allowed scope of the invention in claim 3 and does not effect 
the reasons for allowance given by the Examiner. 

Claim 1 has also been amended to eliminate the requirement that the flange section have 
bolt openings. As indicated at page 2, lines 7-9 of tbe specification a bolted arrangement is not 
necessary should it be desired to connect adj acent modules. Again this scope of the invention is 
consistent with me allowed scope of the invention in claim 3 and does not effect the reasons for 

allowance given by the Examiner. 

Finally, claim 10 has been amended to add the limitation lhat the tubular member have at 
least one openmg to permit*^ Asclaim 10 was allowed even before tins 

amendment, the amended claim should also be allowable. 


PAGE 8/9 * RCVD AT 12^1/2004 10:42:55 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:UOTTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:225 926 2685 * DURATION (mm-ss):0242 


12/21/2004 09:48 FAX 225 926 2685 RoyKieselKeeganDeNicola @ 009/009 


As all amendments to the claims have been made to clarify the invention and to remove 
clearly unnecessary limitations to the definition of the invention it is respectfully requested that 
these amendments be entered and claims 1-1 1, as amended, be allowed. 

RespectfuUy^ubmitted, 


William David ] 
Reg. No. 25,883' 
ROY, KDESEL, KEEGAN & DeNlCOLA, a PLC 
2355 Drusilla Lane 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809 

Telephone: (225) 927-9908 
Fax: (225) 926-2685 
E-mail: wdk@rkkd.com 


Dated: November 2, 2004 
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